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Joseph, circa 1912 

Joseph Lauzon 

Book 1 – The Family of John & Marceline Lauzon 

 

CHAPTER 5 – The 4th Child – Joseph     (April 14, 2021) 

Chapter 5    - Joseph & Fern      –     p5-1 to 13 
Chapter 5A   - Fern Heidt           –    p5-14 
Sources                                        -      p5-15 

  
Disclaimer: Although all 
genealogical and family 
information (names, spellings, 
dates, places, relationships, 
stories, etc.) has been gathered 
in good faith the nature of such 
information can never be 100% 
accurate due to variable 
reliability of documents. As a 
result, please be skeptical of any 
material that seems 
unreasonable and inform the 
author of such issues. The author 

reserves the rights to update all information as more data becomes available. 

 

JOSEPH LAUZON & FERN HEIDT 
 
Joseph Samuel Lauzon was sort of the 
“black sheep” of the Lauzon family.  
This was primarily because he was 
the only one to run-away from home 
and never returned.  Blanche had run 
away to get married, but returned.  
Joe ran away because he couldn’t get 
along with his father.  What made it 
worse was that he rarely kept in touch 
with anyone.  
 
Joe was born on December 2, 1910, 
when the Lauzon (See chapter 1) family lived in the little 
community of Northland, Michigan. The 1920 US Census 
showed that he was attending school in Escanaba.  
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Manifest of Persons Entering the U.S.A. at Port Huron, Michigan, Feb 24, 1924 

Run-Away 
The Lauzon sisters told the story that Joe left home at age 16 to join the Merchant Marine and 
Navy.  He did not get along with his father. Joan Kittson Slama confirmed that she had been 
told by her parents that Joe and Grandpa didn’t get along and that Joe left for the west coast 
and the Merchant Marines. [3] It was well known that Grandma was always sad that Joe just 
went off to join the armed forces and never returned.  [2] 

 
The Lauzon family knew little about Joe’s life after he left home.  Barb Wolters Reuss used to 
ask her mother, Blanche, many questions about him and about her childhood.  Blanche gave 
mostly the same answer when she questioned about Joe, “I don’t know”.  That was her 
standard answer. [2]  
 
As best we can determine, Joe ran away from home in about 1926. This would have been 
around the time the Lauzon family returned to Escanaba, Michigan from a 2 year stay in 
Canada. The return trip may have been a particular strain on the relationship between a 16 
year old boy and his 50 year old father. 
 

1924 Border Crossing at Port Huron 
A document from persons crossing the Canadian border into the United States in February, 
1924, showed that a 16 year old named Joseph Lauzon came into the U.S. at Port Huron, near 

Detroit. He said he was a student from Beaudette River, and was traveling to Chicago.  If this 
was our Joseph who was running away, we don’t know how much of the information he gave 
would be true. If a person was running away, they probably wouldn’t give traceable data.  
 
Issue 1: The Age. Our Joe was born in 1910, and would only be 14 years old in 1924, whereas 
the Port Huron record says that Joe was 16. We realize that people might lie about their age, 
especially if they were running away. The Lauzon sisters all claimed that Joseph ran away 
when he was 16 years old, which puts the run-away date around 1926-27. 
 
Issue 2: The Date. The date of the Port Huron crossing conflicts with information about our 
Joseph that we are fairly sure of. We know that Joe crossed into Canadian on June 6, 1924, at 
Sault Ste Marie with his family. This crossing record named his father, John B, and it matched 
the timing of when his family moved from Escanaba to Canada (see chapter 1).  If the Port 
Huron Joseph were “our” Joseph it would mean that he ran away at a younger age and when 
the Lauzon family was living in Hull, Canada. 



5-3 
 

Joseph, circa 1927 

 
Issue 3: The Ball Photo: We have a 
photo of Joe Lauzon and Jules 
Cholette throwing a baseball that is 
thought to have been taken in 
Canada when the Lauzons 
temporarily lived in Hull. Jules was a 
year younger than Joe and lived in 
Hull, Quebec in 1924. If Joe had run 
away and crossed at Port Huron, it 
would have had to take place only 2 
weeks afterward the Sault Ste Marie 
crossing and is unlikely. 
 
Issue 4: The Relatives. The Port 
Huron Joseph listed 2 relatives to 
vouch for him: Margaret Grenier of Port Louis, and Ernest Tanton of 
London, Ontario. A search for the Tanton family in London, Ontario, 
did not turn up anyone named Ernest. Google Maps could not find 
the community of Port Louis in Canada. 
 
Issue 5: The Pose Photo.  We have a photo of our Joseph that is estimated to have been 
taken in about 1926-27, when he was about 16. It was probably the last one we have until he 
resurfaced in California. This photo is could not have been properly dated if Joe ran away in 
1924. 
  
Conclusion: Although it is possible that the Port Huron crosser may have been “our” Joseph 
making his run-away attempt, it is not likely. There are too many issues to seriously consider 
the Port Huron Joseph to be “our” Joseph.     

 

Serving Time in San Quentin Prison 
Joseph Lauzon served time in the San Francisco, California prison from August 1932, to 
November, 1935, for grand theft. The mug shot photo of Joseph Lauzon at San Quentin was 
sent to the Lauzon cousins in 2015 and all who looked at it felt that it was a relative.  
 

We could not locate any 
newspaper article that described 
the grand theft crime that Joseph 
committed. 
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Dec 22, 1935 – Oakland Express 

.  

Serving Time in Folsom Prison 
 
Joseph was released from San Quentin on 
November 30, 1935, and within a month he was 
committing more robberies. He was known in the 
press as the “taxicab bandit”.  
 
He started robbing taxicabs and other places.  
When he was caught on December 21, put 
pulled out a gun and shot the arresting officer in 
the leg. 
 
As a result he found himself sentenced to 
serving 5 years to life in Folsom Prison. 
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Dec 22, 1935 – San Francisco Examiner 

Feb 12, 1936 – Napa 
Valley Register 
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Trouble with the Law in Michigan? 
 

Another lead to follow up was about 
crimes that Joseph Lauzon committed 
in lower Michigan. We know that Joe’s 
August, 1932, San Quentin prison 
record in California listed that he had a 
criminal record dating to 1923 in 
Lansing, Michigan. This would mean 
that our Joseph, when he was 13 years 
old, was into criminal mischief. 
 
A research of criminal events in 
Michigan during the 1920s uncovered a Joe Lauzon, who was known as the “Million Dollar 
Thief”. It made the front-page in many newspapers. He was finally arrested in Washington. It 
even made news in 1935 and 1950! 
 
We couldn’t find any other criminal doings by a Joseph Lauzon in respect to any 1923 Lansing 
criminal activities.  The events seem to have been done by a person much older than “our” 
Joseph, who would have been about 13 years old. Conclusion: Our Joseph was not “Dapper 
Joe”. 
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Detroit Free Press 
Nov 17 1935 
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Detroit Free Press 
April 30, 1950 
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Joseph Lauzon, circa 1940 

Is this the younger version of the 
person shown with Fern? 

Different hair style; heavier; 
different eyes 

Joe Lived In Detroit? 
Another lead was contained in the 1940 US Census which showed a Joseph Lauzon living in 
Detroit, Michigan. We can’t verify that it was “our” Joseph.  Let’s evaluate each of the facts 
shown in the Census. 
 

 Census record was dated April, 1940. We do not know if “our” Joe was released from 
Folsom Prison by that date or if after release, was he allowed to move out of California. 
He had been serving a 5 year to life prison term that started in February, 1936. 

 This Joe was born in 1910 just like “our” Joe.  
 This Joe was born in Michigan like “our” Joe.  

 This Joe was married, and “our” Joe may have been (see below) 
 This Joe was living with Noah and Delima Rosbury, who were listed as his uncle and 

aunt. In researching these persons, we discovered in her marriage record that Delima’s 
maiden name was Lauzon. Going back further, Delima was found to be “our” Joe’s 7th 
cousin because their common ancestor was Seraphim Lauzon from the 1700s, who was 
one of Gilles Lauzon’s sons. If this was “our” Joe the relation was not aunt/uncle to 
nephew, but long distance cousins. 

 This Joe had 2 years of college education. We don’t know if “our” Joe went to college, 
but probably not, since he spent much of his time in prisons. 

 This Joe worked as an auto repair driver for the City of Detroit. This is plausible work 
for our Joe. 

 

Marriage to Fern 
 
The family knew little about Joe’s life, other than he 
lived in San Francisco and was married [1].   
 

The earliest record of 
Joe’s marital status 
was the 1945, San 
Francisco City 
Directory. There were 
2 Lauzon families living 
in the city in 1945. 
Joseph lived at 2893b-
24th Street, worked as 
a janitor, and had a 
wife named Fern.  
Joe married Clifferine 
(“Fern”) Heidt in about 
1944 in San Francisco. 
He sent a picture of 
the two of them to his Mom. 
 
 
 



5-11 
 

The same information was shown in the 1948 San Fran City Directory, except there was a 
different “other” Lauzon family,  
 
Joe’s sister, Blanche, used to always say, “Poor Joe” when speaking of him. [5] Blanche would 
tell her daughter, Barb Wolters Reuss, about family members regarding divorce and illicit 
children. She did tell Barb once though that Joe’s wife’s name was Evelyn, but that doesn’t 
seem to be right [4]. Barb used to think it was a ‘funny’ thing that her mom had a sister the 
same name as her brother’s wife.  That stuck with her all these years. [5] 
 
Sometime between 1950 and 1953 Joe and Fern were divorced. Joe, or more likely his wife, 
would contact Grandma a few times over the years but no more was told and no one knew 
much about them.  Marceline didn’t talk about it. Joe and Fern did not have any children. [2] 

 
 

Seaman in the Pacific 
 

Records showed that Joe Lauzon frequently worked on merchant ships in the Pacific Ocean. 
He was shown on his 1936 Folsom 
Prison record with the occupation 
of “seaman” so he probably was 
sailing in the early 1930s or before. 
This supports the family rumor that 
he joined the merchant marines. 
 
His 1943 Draft Registration Card 
showed him employed in the 
National Maritime Union in San 
Francisco. During the late 1940s 
and into the 1950s there were 
numerous records that showed him 
making multiple trips across the 
Pacific Ocean between various US 
west coast cities and Asian ports. He usually was listed as an “oiler”.  
 
Joe’s ocean-travels occupation probably put a lot of 
stress on his marriage with Fern and may have been 
a major cause of Joe’s divorce in 1952. 
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Marriage to Louise Marie 
 
One of Joseph’s ship crew lists from June, 1956, showed Joe Lauzon as married to Louise 
Lauzon and living at 140 Julian Avenue in San Francisco.  It also gave Joe’s social security 
number as 563-30-9278.  

 
We do not know anything else about Louise, such as her birth, marriage, or death date or 
location.  The San Francisco City Directories for 1953-54 showed that Marie Lauzon lived at 
140 Julian Avenue. The Directories for 1955, 1957, 1958, and 1960 recorded a Joe & Marie 
that lived at 140 Julian Avenue. All of the above editions listed Fern Lauzon also lived in San 
Francisco.  No Lauzons were listed in the next available edition for 1970.  
 
We assume Louise Marie died or was divorced from Joseph prior to his death because there 
wasno mention of her in his death record and she was not buried in the same cemetery as 
Joe. 
 

 
Joe’s Passing 

 
Joe died in Colma, in San Mateo County, California in August, 
1977 and was buried at Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery. 
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Cousins Lavine & Clifford Heidt 
with Cliffern Heidt 

Chapter 5A 
 

CLIFFERINE “FERN” B HEIDT 

 
 Clifferine  was always known as “Fern”.  She was born in April, 1904, 
in California to Clifford Charles and Oia (nee Compton) Heidt. Her 
parents were married in 1903 in Santa Barbara, California.   

 
 
Fern was the only child in the family 
since her mother died before 1910. 
The greeving father and Fern lived in 
her Uncle Fredrick Heidt’s house in 
1910, in Gilroy, Santa Clara County, 
California. By 1920 her father had 
married again to Matilda (nee Connelly). Fern’s father was a 
dealer of produce. 
 
Fern was married twice.  Initially, starting in 1925, she was the 
wife of Reuben Meininger and lived in San Francisco. They were 
divorced by 1940 without any children of record. 
 

 
Sometime in the mid-1940s Fern married Joseph. (see chapter 5). They did not have any 
children. Fern and Joe were divorced in the early 1950s. 
 
In 1953, Fern worked as a maid at the Sutter Hotel and lived at 978 Ellis Street in San 
Francisco. In 1960 she worked as a maid at the Jefferson Hotel and lived at 440 Eddy Street.  
 
We believe that Fern lived in St. Petersburg, Florida for a while, based on letters that Fern sent 
to her long-distance mother-in-law, Marceline Lauzon. 
 
Fern died on Nov 9, 1994 in St Jose, Santa Clara, California, and still used her Lauzon 
surname.
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