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JOSEPH LAUZON & FERN HEIDT

Joseph, circa 1912

Joseph Samuel Lauzon was sort of the
“black sheep” of the Lauzon family.
This was primarily because he was
the only one to run-away from home
and never returned. Blanche had run
away to get married, but returned.
Joe ran away because he couldn’t get
along with his father. What made it
worse was that he rarely kept in touch
with anyone.

Joe was born on December 2, 1910,
when the Lauzon (See chapter 1) family lived in the little
| community of Northland, Michigan. The 1920 US Census
showed that he was attending school in Escanaba.
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Run-Away
The Lauzon sisters told the story that Joe left home at age 16 to join the Merchant Marine and

Navy. He did not get along with his father. Joan Kittson Slama confirmed that she had been

told by her parents that Joe and Grandpa didn't get along and that Joe left for the west coast
and the Merchant Marines. [3] It was well known that Grandma was always sad that Joe just

went off to join the armed forces and never returned. [2]

The Lauzon family knew little about Joe’s life after he left home. Barb Wolters Reuss used to
ask her mother, Blanche, many questions about him and about her childhood. Blanche gave
mostly the same answer when she questioned about Joe, “| don’t know”. That was her
standard answer. [2]

As best we can determine, Joe ran away from home in about 1926. This would have been
around the time the Lauzon family returned to Escanaba, Michigan from a 2 year stay in
Canada. The return trip may have been a particular strain on the relationship between a 16
year old boy and his 50 year old father.

1924 Border Crossing at Port Huron
A document from persons crossing the Canadian border into the United States in February,
1924, showed that a 16 year old named Joseph Lauzon came into the U.S. at Port Huron, near

Manifest of Persons Entering the U.S.A. at Port Huron, Michigan, Feb 24, 1924
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Detroit. He said he was a student from Beaudette River, and was traveling to Chicago. If this
was our Joseph who was running away, we don’t know how much of the information he gave
would be true. If a person was running away, they probably wouldn’t give traceable data.

Issue 1: The Age. Our Joe was born in 1910, and would only be 14 years old in 1924, whereas
the Port Huron record says that Joe was 16. We realize that people might lie about their age,
especially if they were running away. The Lauzon sisters all claimed that Joseph ran away
when he was 16 years old, which puts the run-away date around 1926-27.

Issue 2: The Date. The date of the Port Huron crossing conflicts with information about our
Joseph that we are fairly sure of. We know that Joe crossed into Canadian on June 6, 1924, at
Sault Ste Marie with his family. This crossing record named his father, John B, and it matched
the timing of when his family moved from Escanaba to Canada (see chapter 1). If the Port
Huron Joseph were “our” Joseph it would mean that he ran away at a younger age and when
the Lauzon family was living in Hull, Canada.
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Issue 3: The Ball Photo: We have a
photo of Joe Lauzon and Jules
Cholette throwing a baseball that is
thought to have been taken in
Canada when the Lauzons
temporarily lived in Hull. Jules was a
year younger than Joe and lived in
Hull, Quebec in 1924. If Joe had run

away and crossed at Port Huron, it Y

would have had to take place only 2 | 3 ° & 5 ' éﬂifette
weeks afterward the Sault Ste Marie T

crossing and is unlikely.

Issue 4: The Relatives. The Port
Huron Joseph listed 2 relatives to
vouch for him: Margaret Grenier of Port Louis, and Ernest Tanton of
London, Ontario. A search for the Tanton family in London, Ontario, '
did not turn up anyone named Ernest. Google Maps could not find Joseph, circa 1927
the community of Port Louis in Canada.

Issue 5: The Pose Photo. We have a photo of our Joseph that is estimated to have been
taken in about 1926-27, when he was about 16. It was probably the last one we have until he
resurfaced in California. This photo is could not have been properly dated if Joe ran away in
1924,

Conclusion: Although it is possible that the Port Huron crosser may have been “our” Joseph
making his run-away attempt, it is not likely. There are too many issues to seriously consider
the Port Huron Joseph to be “our” Joseph.

Serving Time in San Quentin Prison
Joseph Lauzon served time in the San Francisco, California prison from August 1932, to
November, 1935, for grand theft. The mug shot photo of Joseph Lauzon at San Quentin was
sent to the Lauzon cousins in 2015 and all who looked at it felt that it was a relative.

(1N T TEM VAR N T Rl T BV SR E S B EL N EIE  We could not locate any

San Quentin State Prison > Inmate Photographs and Mug Books > Book 17,52394-55126 newspaper aI’tIC|e that deSCI'Ibed
the grand theft crime that Joseph
committed.
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DESCRIPTION of Prisioners Received at the State Prison at San Quentin During September 1932

CRINE
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Serving Time in Folsom Prison

Joseph was released from San Quentin on

November 30, 1935, and within a month he was
committing more robberies. He was known in the

press as the “taxicab bandit”.

He started robbing taxicabs and other places.
When he was caught on December 21, put

pulled out a gun and shot the arresting officer in

the leg.

As a result he found himself sentenced to
serving 5 years to life in Folsom Prison.
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Dec 22. 1935 — Oakland Express

INJURED IN

fow shots.—Tribune photo.

‘ Holdup Suspect Who Shot
Officer Faces 4 Charges

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec 21 —Foureresi by Fiaher

felony charges were filed today
against Joseph Lauzon, 26, San
Quentin ex-convict, who shoi Pa-
{rolman Phil Fraher in a gun ducl
In an escape attempt before dawn
this morning

Lauzon was accused of assault
with inient {o commit murdet, 110-
lation of the Stale gun Jlaw, and
two counls of rohbery.

The robbery counts which Lau-

‘[ zon assetledly admitied, involve his

alleged holdup of iwo taxi-cab

drivers eaily today before his ai-

Joe Lauzon, 26-year-old San Quentin ex-comvict (left) who
shot Patrolman Phil Fraher i the leg in an escape attempt with-
i a stone's throw of Southern police station, San Francisco. The
suspecled laxicab bandit suffered shin lacerations in the exchange of

GUN DUEL\
-

He drew a con-
cealed gun as Fiaher was taking
him imio the Southein Police Sta-
uon, and shot Fiaher in the leg

Fraher replied with two shofs
one of which gave Lauzon a shght
flesh wound Lauzon was seized by
officers who hurited out of the po-
lice station

Lauzon was released from San

| Quentin Prison last month after

serving a thiee and one-half ycar
senlence on a grand theft chaige !
The fact that he has seived a prison
tetm mahes 1t illegal for him to
possess a gun




Oakland Tribune
Sat, Dec 21, 1935

5. F. OFFICER
AND PRISONER
SHOT IN DUEL

1

) |
Cunman Taken by Tairol. !
men After Pair Battle in
Front of Police Station!

Suspect Picked Tip a1 4:30D
A M. an Sireet Conceals
Revalver From His Caplor

SESSEE

SAN FRAMCISCO., Dec. 31.—4
grinn duel Delween a oabrolman and
am alleged iaxicab bandil earky 1his
miornmg elimaxed (he agseried dos-
peErado’s caplure,

Patrolman Phil Fraher, 35, was
fhol in fhe leg and Jossph Lauzon,
26-year-old ex-conviel releazed
Iram San Quentin only & monih
ago, sulfered r skin laceralion from
n shol from the aofficer's gim.

Four shols were fired in lhe
Flght, whith {ook plaice in front
nf the Soulhern Tollee Station.
Lieui. Charles Piritfer and right
officers inside, hearlng the shols,
Aashed onf, sorrounded Laozen,
and prevenled his sscape,

Lauran was faken inlo cuslody
bw Fraher al Sixth and Howard
Sireels pboul 430 n. m. when
Fraher recognired him, he said, as
the bandil who earlier had held wp
and robbed two cab drivers. The
deseription had been broadeast by
radio.

TARES TRISDNER TO
STATION TN TAXICAD

Fraher handeulfled hix prisoner,
and made a hasly searelh of him,
wilhon! [inding any weapons HEL

=

topk him in a cab Lo lhe police
slafion, and wa= leading him to-
ward 1he door when Tauzon sud-
denly lired twiee al him.

The officer drew his pun and @
likewize fired {wice. then graboed
Laurnon as the olher officers came
i hiz aid, He =zeid the prisoner
apparenily hard eopcealed his re-
volver under Lhe walsl bend of ks
trtusers,

Oificers sald (hat Lawzon will
he charged with assault th coni-
il murder and wiih {we counis
ol Faliberes '

| Haorpilal,

- A memmaE N

He was lenlalively  idendified,
{hey added. as 1he bandil wha al
a2 5. m. held up Edward Miles, cab
driver of 317 Leavenworth Streel,
robied him of %450 and his cab.
arnd a3l 3.3 & m. robbed Achille
Cortelassi, eab deiver of 1554 Grotn-
wirh Sireel, of $i0.

CAB ABANDONED AT
SIXTH AND AOWARD STS.

Miles' sabh was abandoned mnoar
Sixlh and Howard Sireets, anly a
few blocks from where il was
iaken. . atltracied ihe alteniion
af n third cab driver, George Co-
helan of T#) Geary Slreel, and
Cohelann Teporled o Patmiman
Fraher he lhoughlt lhe eab had
been =tolen.

Fraher waa rFiding In Cohelan's
rah e roule U the abandaned
cabh when Lamzon signaled Ca-
hetan. Fraher recognized low-
ron from the broadeasi descrip-
thon ss Cohelan  slowed  down,
and direcied Cohelan la permit
Taurin to eniler the cah, 11 was
then Lhal he handewulfed him,

Fraher, who is married and has

iwe children, Jives al 214 Curtis |
He waa laken 1o ihe San
where phy- |

Streel, ]
Franclzen Hnospifal, ,
sicians sald hls wound was nol seri-
LIS

dressed al the Central Emergency

Berkeley Daily Gazette
Sat Eve, Dec 21, 1935

Lauzon was held st the Southern '
Bialion alMler hiz skin waiind Was

San Mateo Times
Sat Ewe, Dec 21, 1935
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ﬁ":."' on's short-lived crime spree
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two taxical ifrivers ahd aitempiad

|S. F.OFFICER SHOT
 BYTANICABBANDIT
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I By finlied Prem
S5aM PRANCISOO. Ty, 31—An fAl-
legad “tixicab bandit™ shot s pelice-
man tn & Ied-miealle aseape nblempl
today . B0t war sphdued by obher of-
ticera aitvactEd by the sound of the
tasady of shots. |
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California, U.S., Prison and Correctional Records, 1851-1950 for Joseph Lauzon

Folsom State Prison > Prison Registers > Prison Registers, 1935-1943
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Dec 22, 1935 — San Francisco Examiner

GANG SEIZED
FTER FIGHT WITH
TAXI BANDIT

pries Solved

Officer and Ex-Felon -
fWounded in Gun Duel

2 OTHERS ARE [ &
ARRESTED

Handcuffed Bandit
Shoots Captor at
Police Station

A blazing toe-to-tce gun duel
between a  handeutfed tax|
bandit and his poli captor
yesterday led to the \meoverlng
of a nest of ex-conviets responsi-
ble for scores of recent robberies
In 8an Francisco.

The duel was fought out In
front of Southern Police Station
between Policeman Philip Fraher,
38, of 214 Curtis street, and Jo-
seph Lauzon, 26, Los Angeles
robber released from San Quen-
tin just a month ago.

Fraher suffered a wound In the
Jeg and Lauzon was creased by
one of two bullets fired by Fra-
her, before policemen swarmed
out of the station to end the duel,
as Lauzon's gun jammed,

TWO OTHERS SEIZED,

Lauzon confessed to the hold-
up of two taxi drivers which led
to his capturc by Fraher, His
confession  sent officers to 151
Jessie street, where Ins|
William McMahon and Frank Moe-
,Cann arrvested two other ex-
convicts,

They were Thomas Phillips, 27,
8an Franelsco burgiar released
from San Quentin November 27,
lnd Roy Budwly Salim -m.;;
They ldmined puuclpuunu with
Lauzon In looting more than 50
automoblies, from one of which ROUND-UP—Leit to right, Joseph Lauzon,
bia with bandage on head where he was
beries. wounded by Policeman Philip Fraher; De-
Lauzon's night of crime, tective Inspector William McMahon, hold-

ing gun.uhn from Lauzon; Roy Budway,
and Thomas Phillips, both ex-convicts
seized in raid after gun duel

——Intarmational Naws Thote,




Another lead to follow up was about
crimes that Joseph Lauzon committed
in lower Michigan. We know that Joe’s
August, 1932, San Quentin prison
record in California listed that he had a
criminal record dating to 1923 in
Lansing, Michigan. This would mean
that our Joseph, when he was 13 years
old, was into criminal mischief.

A research of criminal events in

Trouble with the Law in Michigan?

Crime ...

Aliases .____.

CRIMINAL REGORD:
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Michigan during the 1920s uncovered a Joe Lauzon, who was known as the “Million Dollar
Thief”. It made the front-page in many newspapers. He was finally arrested in Washington. It
even made news in 1935 and 1950!

We couldn’t find any other criminal doings by a Joseph Lauzon in respect to any 1923 Lansing
criminal activities. The events seem to have been done by a person much older than “our”
Joseph, who would have been about 13 years old. Conclusion: Our Joseph was not “Dapper

Joe”.

Joe Lauzon, The 1922 “Million-Dollar Thief”

DETROIT CROOK,
EAUZO, TAKEN

‘Million-Dollar Thief’ Held in
Washington; Fled Jackson,
After Sentence Here.

Joseph C. Lauzon, known In
police circles as “the mliillon dol-
Jar Jimmy thief.,” arrested Sunday
in Washington, according to Asso-
clated Press dispatches, hus been
sought by the Detroit police for
several months, following his
escape from Juckson penitentiary.
In the summer and fall of 1919,
when scores of houses in Detrolt
were looted, Lauzon was suspected
and, following his arrest in Scptem-
ber of that year, the looting of
bonies decreased. }He was sentenc-
ed to Jackson for from two and a
halt to five years, but escaped
shortly after he was received In
that Institution,

Lauzon's poilce record here shows
that he served two terms in -
linols and one Iu Ohlo Lefore he
wox arrested here, He traveled un-
der the alllayex of Willlam Lauzon
and Charles Johnsxon. He limited
his operations to breaking and cn
tering homes, lle way considerd
by the police to be one uf tho clev:
crest burginrs ever arrcsted horc
Ite obtalned thousamds of dollars’
worth of Jewelry and a consid
ntable amount of cash before he
wos captured.

lups or any

Detroit Free Press,April 24, 1922

PFuts Detrolt Loot At E100,000,

Battle Creek Enquirer
April 26, 1922

Washington dispatches Sunduy sald
that Lauzon hac admitted thnt hi.
purglaries had netted him $1.00w,
000. The eapital police reportal
that he sald he obtuined 3140041
in Detrolt and $300,000 in Waxh-
ington. John Reld, inspector ol
dotectives here, sald lauzon had
obtained Inrge sums of money herd
but he did not belleve the figurs
would run as high ax that quoted
in dispatehes.  Ho sald that criml-
nals usually exaggorate when toli-
ing of their burslaries,

tauzon, aceording to  Inspector
Tteld, is & very “smooth criminel”
He never attempted street hold-
other crime in which
there was lHkellhood of hix being
nrrested. He nlways wore gowwl
clothes, and did not frequent the
rendozeous of eriminals, e Hved iz
sxcluxiva nelghborhoods und s
ally drova in expensive autameobiie

Following Lauzon'n cxcape from
rigon, Warden Harry L. Hurlbut
requently recelved letters from him.
I1n theye he ridlculed the adminis-
tration at Jackson for making it =o
eary for him te exeape, according ta
the Datrolt pollee,  These letters
always were sent from some city
which Lauzon suid he wux leaving

Stopped In Fasblonable Hotels,

Previoux to hix operations in
Washington Lauzon lved In Haltl-
more lu an expensive apartment in
an exclusive residentiul distriet, fle
| patronized  fashionable hotels  and
t ypont money liberally., He drove a
j1anze antomolilla,  The Washington

poller exprossed the hellef Sunday
| that Iia had committed hurglaries in
Pthe capitnl while Hving in Itwiti-

more, driving over In hix automoe-
blle and uaxaally acvampanied by
waollodressnd womnn He teode alth.
mure about twao weeks ago, follow-
ingg A quarrcd with his wife, whe
 left him, X

| When arrested he was accom-
' nied by A Youngk woman whe g
'rlr name ax Vieginin Carroll, of
s Badtianore,

ALREADY ESCAPED FROM
PRISON TWICE, THREATENS
TO DO ACT AGAIN.

(By the Associated Press)

Washington, April 26.—"Don't
worty, sweetheart, I'll escape in-
side of two years,' Joseph Lauz.
on charged with 200 burglaries
here in the last 18 months, re-
plied to the warm embrace of the
woman who had gone Into his
cell to bid him goodbye yesterday.
Arrested with him but later re-
leased, Miss Virginia Betty Car-
roll told Lauzon if “they glve
you 50 years 1'11 still be walting
for you when you're free."

Lauzon told the police on his
arrest, they sald, that he already
had escaped from prison twice,
once after serving about two
years of a 20-year sentence at
Joliet, 111, where he was confined
after a burglary record that had
ecarned him, he said, the title of
“The Million Dollar Jimmy Thier™
in the underworld of a middle
western city. P

Lauzon escaped from Jackson
prison about two years ago and
since that time has written
regularly to Warden Harry L.
Hulbert ridiculing the warden be-
cause of the fallure to apprchend
him,

Detroit Free Press, June 3, 1922

LAUZON GETS 20
" YEARS FOR THEFTS

‘Dapper Joe,’ Who ‘Worked’
Here, Convicted in Capital.

.. Special tn The Free Press
Washington, Junw 2.--Joseph +°

Lauzqn, allas “Dapper Joe, the mil-
Iten dollds Jimmy thiaf” contessed

ransacker of numerous homes In
Dietroit, St Laule, Clevcland, Chl-
enkn and Richmond, Ve, who f«ail

afoul of the police heora while ~arry -
ing on his “jitnmy oparations,’” was
jse¢ntenced Friday to 30 years in the
penitentinry.

Indicted by the grand jury on
four counts, lLauzon entered a plea
of guilty when arralaned, askingy
conalderation on the ground that
his activities had bean mnagnified
LY publicity, .

“Dapper™  Jne, who was {m-
macuiately attired, received the scn-
fence with a #mile, predicting he
wanbd escaps from the penitentinry
within two years o escapud from
datlet, TIL, prison several years ago,
Wherg he was cottoitted for “Jimmy

GperRtione ¢




Georgia’s Governor Refuses
to Give Up Detroit

Gives Another Chance
to ‘Ethical Thief’
Who Fled Prison

JACKSON, Wov. 186—Gov. Eugene
Talmadge, of Georgla, has decided
to give Joseph Lauzon, who earned
notoriety in Detroit 16 years ago as
the “ethical burglar,” a chance to
g0 siraight

Jackson Prison

notified Saturday that Talmadge
haod refused Michigan and Illinois
requests for the extradition of
Lauzon, who escaped from Jollet

(111} Penitentiary in 1919 and from
Jackson Prison in 1920.

Prison officials sajd that there
might be *ome connection hetween
Mmimadge’'s action and the refusal

of ex-Gov, Willlam A. Comstock to
extradite Jesse Crawford, twenty-
four-vear-nld Negro chain gang
fugitive to Georgia in early 1833,
Crawford, after winning his free-
dom fight, was sentenced to Mar-
iette Prison in December, 1033, for
an attack on an eleven-year-old
Lauzon has just finished a thir-
teen-vear term in the Federal

Penitentiary at Atlanta for house-
Dreaking

A survey of Lauzon’'s record gave
prison officials an indication of
how he had managed to talk Tal-
madge —an ardent advocate
chain-gang treatment for criminais

inta freeing him.

Lauzon, also known as "Dapper
Joe argued Judge Edward J. Jet
fries, of Detroit, into reducing his
termm when he was sentenced iIn
Wayne County Circuit Court Oct
4. 1918, Jeffries had ordered Lauzon
committed for seven-and-one-half
tn 15 vears for breaking and enter
ing. The burglar pointed out that
he had not pleaded gulity to ente:
ing in the night time, and that his
term could not be more than five
YeARrs The judge changed the sen
tence y two-and-one-half to five

of

VveRrs

La ' sentenced as a house
breaks from Chicago, esonped 7y
In e 10 19119 A rest A =ms
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officials were |
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JOSEPH LAUZON

with being the first to use a device |

to pull the combination knobs from

gafes, and hiz burglarie=s were esti-
mated to have netted him between
$10.000 and $25.000

An immaculate dresser, lLauzon
never was known to associate with
the rougher class of hoodlums,. and

worked alone on

laries

most of his burg-

Lauzon used to apologize when
& entered a home for a second
time
rob so many places that 1
sometir . sCcOme ¢ fused he
w d =
1 » - » - P LY
ne p 3 mes
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Suave Burglar’s Loot Detroit Free Press

Reported Over Million April 30, 1950

(Riley Murray, veteran Free Press reporter, has covered
scores of top-flight stories in his career. Gangland murders,
spectacular fires, important trials have filled a major portion
of his working hours. Here is another in a series of articles
delving into the exciting events he has recorded in his years as
a Detroit pewspaper man.)

BY RILEY MURRAY
Free Press Staff Writer
Slippery Joe Lauzon they called him,
He was a burglar par excellence.
Strictly daylight jobs in homes. Slippery Joe didn't want to
scare anybody. ‘

The *“Million Dollar Jim SLIPPERY JOE was received at
Thief,” they called Joe, too. Ax:z Jackson Prison on Oct. 7, 1819, but
sometimes it was “Dapper Joe.”|®5C2ped seven days later.

That was because Joe always was On June 10, of the same year,
immaculately dressed—even to his| [-AuZon had escaped from Joliet

shiny shoes. (Ill.) Penitentiary.
Slippery Joe—or the Million Dol- At Christmas time, 1919—and
lar Jimmy Thief or Dapper Joe—| some years thereafter—the then

never pulled a job or appeared so-! Warden Harry L. Hurlbut, of
cially unless dressed in the height| Jackson, and Joliet’s warden, as

|of the day's fashion. well as their wives, received ex-
il pensive gifts from Slippery Joe.
HE ALWAYS worked alone. He also wrote Hurlbut fre-

| Lauzon stayed in fashionable ho-! t i . i
tels—hostelries, he called mem_zlgx‘alglug‘er;‘?:gtol:::;!;;ls acy
drove expensive automobiles a.ndi In 1921, Lauzon wired Huribut
bu;gr:anzexd Lhe“richer homes. |that he was in Washington to at-
rimarily, Slippery Joe opened tenq President Warren G. Hard-
residential safes. ing’s inaugural ball.
To do this, he invented a spe- .- = =
cial device to pull the combina- WEV §
tion off safe doors guietly. SHp- thg?naugufal} Eellc];?;!;yg:e wr:;ssae:
pery Joe hated to disturb any- |;ected a few days earlier and sen-
one. . tenced to 20 years for burglaries
Using his gadget, Joe stole more in which he had taken $300,000.
than $200,000 in scores of Detroit Slippery Joe last was arrested

burglaries. in Detroit on March 3, 1945. He
Nationally, the take was $1,-|/,a< held several days for investi-
000,000, he said. gation, then freed.

5 r A T
ONCE, WHILE patiently tryving =
to crack a safe in an East Side| L°® "°m"‘"|s::'l'l"" :h“"'""’ A
residence here, Slippery Joe dam-| Dorfner, of Milwaukee.
aged his unique instrument. L.auzon stole Dorfner's police
He left the home, went to a|badge from his home. It was re-
locksmith and had it repaired, covered when Lauzon was arrested
then returned to finish the job. {later in Detroit.
Most of his burglaries outside Ay A
Detroit, Lauzon confided, were| SLIPPERY JOE, at 58, fell dead
committed in Cleveland, Washing-| ©f & heart attack in Houston, Tex.,
ton, Richmond, Va., St. Louis and|March 19, 1947.
Chicago. Nobody claimed the body. It was
If Joe thoughtlessly happened to| buried in a potter’s field.
burglarize the same house twice,| Slippery Joe was as immacu-
he sent a note of apology. lately dressed as ever when they
Faced by his victims, when ar-|picked him up off that Houston
rested, he invariably said: street.
“I'll certainly try to get your They first thought he was one
property back for you, sir. If I of the City's bankers.
can't, I'll pay you.” |
- -

- |

One of Joe's victims was Po-

Slippery Joe many times es-
caped with 90-day sentences be-
cause he made restitution. r‘ TR

Once the late Recorder's Judge ; ’ 4
Edward J. Jeffries sentenced Lau-| : .
zon to 715 to 15 years in prison for
burglary.

Slippery Joe pointed out that he
| had not pleaded guilty to entering
in the night time and that legally
his term should not be more than,
say, five years.

Jeffries concurred and set the
sentence at 215 to 5 years.

SOMEHOW, Lauzon would, too. AI
wa

ys the Dapper Gent

SLIPPY JOE LAUZON
Thief s in da: robberies




Joe Lived In Detroit?
Another lead was contained in the 1940 US Census which showed a Joseph Lauzon living in
Detroit, Michigan. We can't verify that it was “our” Joseph. Let's evaluate each of the facts
shown in the Census.

e Census record was dated April, 1940. We do not know if “our” Joe was released from

Folsom Prison by that date or if after release, was he allowed to move out of California.

He had been serving a 5 year to life prison term that started in February, 1936.

This Joe was born in 1910 just like “our” Joe.

This Joe was born in Michigan like “our” Joe.

This Joe was married, and “our” Joe may have been (see below)

This Joe was living with Noah and Delima Rosbury, who were listed as his uncle and

aunt. In researching these persons, we discovered in her marriage record that Delima’s

maiden name was Lauzon. Going back further, Delima was found to be “our” Joe’s 7%

cousin because their common ancestor was Seraphim Lauzon from the 1700s, who was

one of Gilles Lauzon’s sons. If this was “our” Joe the relation was not aunt/uncle to

nephew, but long distance cousins.

e This Joe had 2 years of college education. We don't know if “our” Joe went to college,
but probably not, since he spent much of his time in prisons.

e This Joe worked as an auto repair driver for the City of Detroit. This is plausible work
for our Joe.

Marriage to Fern

The family knew little about Joe’s life, other than he
lived in San Francisco and was married [1].

The earliest record of
Joe’s marital status
was the 1945, San
Francisco City
Directory. There were
2 Lauzon families living
in the city in 1945.
Joseph lived at 2893b-
24" Street, worked as
a janitor, and had a
wife nhamed Fern.
Joe married Clifferine
("Fern”) Heidt in about
1944 in San Francisco.
Toe Laligh He sent a picture of
the two of them to his Mom.
Joseph Lauzon, circa 1940

Is this the younger version of the U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 for Joseph S Lauzon
person shown With Fern? California > SanFrancisco > 1948 > San Francisco, California, City Directory, 1948

Diferent halr tyle; heavir; Lauzon Fern B r2893 24th
ifferent eyes "Jos S (Fern) gan h2893 24th
" Rita Y clk r237 Northridge rd




The same information was shown in the 1948 San Fran City Directory, except there was a

different “other” Lauzon family,

Joe’s sister, Blanche, used to always say, “Poor Joe” when speaking of him. [5] Blanche would
tell her daughter, Barb Wolters Reuss, about family members regarding divorce and illicit
children. She did tell Barb once though that Joe’s wife’s name was Evelyn, but that doesn’t
seem to be right [4]. Barb used to think it was a ‘funny’ thing that her mom had a sister the
same name as her brother’s wife. That stuck with her all these years. [5]

Sometime between 1950 and 1953 Joe and Fern were divorced. Joe, or more likely his wife,
would contact Grandma a few times over the years but no more was told and no one knew
much about them. Marceline didn’t talk about it. Joe and Fern did not have any children. [2]

Seaman in the Pacific

Records showed that Joe Lauzon frequently worked on merchant ships in the Pacific Ocean.

He was shown on his 1936 Folsom
Prison record with the occupation
of “seaman” so he probably was
sailing in the early 1930s or before.
This supports the family rumor that
he joined the merchant marines.

His 1943 Draft Registration Card
showed him employed in the
National Maritime Union in San
Francisco. During the late 1940s
and into the 1950s there were
numerous records that showed him
making multiple trips across the
Pacific Ocean between various US

ﬁEGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on or after January 1, 1922 and o‘:’or ééforle June 30, 1924)

SERIAL NUMBER | 1. NaME (Print) ORDER NUMBER

75-34 Jﬂse?h Fir o R T T A '"""LA'QZON / 5‘5—"4

2. PLACE OF RESIDENCE (Print)

NATL.-MARITIME UNION, 91 Drumm St., —SAN _FRAN. . CALIF..

[THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON THE LINE ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD
JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL]

3. MAILING ADDRESS
-SAME.

4. TELEPHONE

(1ailing nddress if o

IATA 0
8

Darg OF BIRTH

| 2-12-2909, |-

W0 WILL ALWAYS KNOW YOUR AD

3 [
7. NAME AND ADDRESS OF, T

8. EMPLOYER'S NAME AND ADDRESS

_NATL. MARITIME UNION, SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF. .

D PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT OR BuUsiNgss

mber and stroet or R. F. D. Clown) (Biate)

I Avmm 'lnu- I HaVE V VLEIth Anuvx ANSWERS AND THAY THEY ARE 'I‘Rux
8. 8. Form
(Revxscd 6~1—42) fover) o L STl Od - eailirabe &

west coast cities and Asian ports. He usually was listed as an “oiler”.

/ . REGISTRAR’S REPORT
Joe’s ocean-travels occupation probably put a lot of e
stress on his mafrrlagfa \élv'lth Fern alr;d 21ay have been RACE HEIGHT | WEIOHT | oo
a major cause of Joe’s divorce in 1952. = ' x| gsen| 150 o
Interlocutory Divorea Decrees Granted ‘ o e AR kmghs L
A I YA .\1 S J gssie }t .’-’".’“ \'PTdPAi }{enn?ﬁs Negro Bloe Blonde ll\‘nddy =
"AMARGO—Josephine M. from Frank A ‘ lany |  |Rea | Dark R
FARNAM Gretchen C. from Austin Fran Oriental | | Tazl m,ln' Freckled | .
cls Brown | 5 |Black | | Lightbrown |
!'"\ RR}R —J.’imP! N, from JUHQ I Indfsn |  |Black | | Grey _ _lrl}nr’k}-_rn_“Li__
FLEMING—Raymond G from Bertha : RN S T A P )
Irene, Filipino | e i AT ‘W__
, \ .\1 F s = N: n a .\f f.'"' m \' i i ] j .' Other obvious physical characteristics that will aid in identification ...
LAUZON—Fern from Jnup'»h B, | e ST ) Y et

| The San Francisco Examiner (San Francisco, California) - 25 Mar 1952, Tue |
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Marriage to Louise Marie

One of Joseph’s ship crew lists from June, 1956, showed Joe Lauzon as married to Louise
Lauzon and living at 140 Julian Avenue in San Francisco. It also gave Joe’s social security
number as 563-30-9278.

ranw 7iea

CREW LIST
ﬁom ‘Vamh&m“ \Hn“ S o s e e e . € by~ 22
\\ \ . '9 N "Tiiess ‘c"y‘-‘ﬁ"“"'
A sy Ll Cnited $States Coast Suard
U rture of the American____ 83 CiINA TRANIPORT
pon departure of e Ty , . Official No.25227
of _Sak FRAMISCO, CALY. ~Owned and operated by. L
(Mome port) (lnsert steamship company asd addrens)
of whtch_nﬂ..z..m.Il - /0f 1520 LAGOOM AYE: WILSDOYON, CALIF. is master, on Voyage No._ 4k |
b f' nsert name of master) Gt (Insert bame adliew of master) oa
ound from_Sal FRAMCISCO, CALTF. ARRIL 24, 1956 PORTS IN THE FAR RAST f owing compose
== _ Ulasert pont of departare) (lasert date of departure) m Clnsert port of destination) h’, 8 'h' ¢
e 7 3 ) Book Or . :
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! W Loulse
wieh, | v /30 |56 30 9206 | - L0 Mbsen twy S Presetsee, calst,

—1
| Jossen s, Lavrow v [on.

We do not know anything else about Louise, such as her birth, marriage, or death date or
location. The San Francisco City Directories for 1953-54 showed that Marie Lauzon lived at
140 Julian Avenue. The Directories for 1955, 1957, 1958, and 1960 recorded a Joe & Marie
that lived at 140 Julian Avenue. All of the above editions listed Fern Lauzon also lived in San
Francisco. No Lauzons were listed in the next available edition for 1970.

We assume Louise Marie died or was divorced from Joseph prior to his death because there
wasno mention of her in his death record and she was not buried in the same cemetery as
Joe.

Joe’s Passing

California, Death Index

Joe died in Colma, in San Mateo County, California in August, Name Joseph S Lauzon
1977 and was buried at Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery. Social Security # 568309276

Gender Male

Joseph Samuel Lauzon

BIRTH 2 Dec 1910 Birth Place Michigan
Escanaba, Delta County, Michigan, USA Death Date 21Aug1977

DEATH 21 Aug 1977 (aged 66) Death Place San Mateo
San Mateo, San Mateo County, California, USA Household Members

BURIAL Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery
Colma, San Mateo County, California, USA

PLOT SOS-27—_




Chapter 5A

CLIFFERINE “FERN" B HEIDT

Clifferine was always known as “Fern”. She was born in April, 1904,
in California to Clifford Charles and Oia (nee Compton) Heidt. Her
parents were married in 1903 in Santa Barbara, California.

Cousins Lavine & Clifford Heidt
with Cliffern Heidt

Fern was the only child in the family
since her mother died before 1910.
The greeving father and Fern lived in
her Uncle Fredrick Heidt's house in
1910, in Gilroy, Santa Clara County,
California. By 1920 her father had
married again to Matilda (nee Connelly). Fern’s father was a
dealer of produce.

Fern was married twice. Initially, starting in 1925, she was the
wife of Reuben Meininger and lived in San Francisco. They were
divorced by 1940 without any children of record.

Sometime in the mid-1940s Fern married Joseph. (see chapter 5). They did not have any
children. Fern and Joe were divorced in the early 1950s.

In 1953, Fern worked as a maid at the Sutter Hotel and lived at 978 Ellis Street in San
Francisco. In 1960 she worked as a maid at the Jefferson Hotel and lived at 440 Eddy Street.

We believe that Fern lived in St. Petersburg, Florida for a while, based on letters that Fern sent
to her long-distance mother-in-law, Marceline Lauzon.

Fern died on Nov 9, 1994 in St Jose, Santa Clara, California, and still used her Lauzon

surname.
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