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 (May 19, 2021) 

 
 
It has been difficult tracing the ancestors of the Seifert family, especially on the paternal side.  
This is because, as of 2021, much of the ancestral documents of Austria have not been digitized 
and made available on-line. We are fortunate that genealogical research of Joseph Seifert’s 
mother, Anna Freiwald, has been uploaded. 

 
 

Parents 
 

#2. Franz Joseph Seifert, Sr & 
#3. Anna Freiwald                               (Joseph Seifert’s Parents) 
 
When Frank Seifert retired in the 1957 he had risen to be the head of the Custodian Department 
at the Walker Manufacturing Plant, in Racine. He worked his way up from starting as an entry 
level janitor in 1921. It was a big change from the young man that immigrated by himself at the 
turn of the century. 
 
Franz Joseph Seifert was  born on February 13, 1880 in Austria.  He was the son of Joseph and 
Mary Seifert.  We only know this because of documents that originate from Robert Seifert, 
Franz’s brother. More on Robert later.  

Guess Only 
NOT Confirmed Ancestor 
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Frank 
indicated he 
was born in 
Silesia, 
Austria, a 
Bohemian 
area that 
was long 
ago part of 
the Holy 
Roman 
Empire, It 
became a 
part of 
the Austrian 

Empire and Austro-Hungarian Empire until the Empire was dissolved in 1918 at the end of 
World War I. The western portion is currently in the Czech Republic and eastern portion In 
Poland.  

 
Robert gave a more precise indication of where he 
was born: Oberthomasdorf, located near 
Freiwaldau in Silesia, Austria. Over time, the 
German name of “Freiwaldau” became the Czech 
name of “Fryvaldov” and in 1947 changed to 
“Jesenrk”. 
 
We don’t know the precise reason that Franz 
emigrated to America in late 1904, but it may have 
been the political, economic, or military turmoil in 
Austria.  
 
Anna Freiwald was born in 1878 and grew up in 
the same community as Franz, which she listed as 
near Frewaldau. Her surname may have been 
derived from the location of her birth.  It is 

probable that they knew each other in Silesia and may have been engaged before Franz 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austrian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austrian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austro-Hungarian_Empire
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traveled to America. This theory is support by the way both Franz and Anna immigrated to the 
US. Franz and Anna may have planned to start a new life in the new world, with Franz going 
ahead of time to find a home. 

Franz may have immigrated at the urging of his older brother, Robert, who came a year earlier 
(see his story in the inset below).  
 
Franz traveled alone, as a 24 year old laborer, and with only $10 in his pocket. He traveled on 
the famous 7-year old German ship, the SS Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse. The 1904 passenger 
list showed that Franz was headed for Portland Hills, near Ridgway, in Elk County, 
Pennsylvania, where his brother, Robert, lived at the time. We don’t know if Franz actually 
arrived in Portland Hills, but we do know that in 1905, Franz had changed his name to Frank 
and lived in Wheeling, West Virginia. He worked as a porter, and later as a bartender, at the 
Louis Knierim Saloon & Restaurant located at 1531 Market Street. He also lived in the same 
building. 
 
After Frank settled down he must have written to Anna Freiwald back in Austria to tell her to 
start her journey to America. She had worked in Austria as a servant. Family story said that she 
worked for a well to do family [xx]. By June 14, 1905, about 6 months after Frank’s arrival in 
America, Anna landed in New York and was ready to continue the overland portion of her trip to 
Wheeling, West Virginia. The ship passenger log confirmed Frank’s exact address of where she 
was headed and that Frank had paid for her ticket. 

 
Soon after her arrival, Frank Seifert and Anna Freiwald were married 

in Ohio County of West Virginia. We assume in Wheeling. While 
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living in Wheeling two boys were born into the Seifert family, Frank Jr and Charles.  
 
There were several other Seifert families that lived in Wheeling at the same time as Frank, but 
we have not yet been able to confirm their relationship. This included Joseph A, Joseph E 
Seifert, and Andrew Seifert. These persons had immigrated in the 1870-90 time-frame and 
established themselves in Wheeling. They may have been kin to Frank who but nothing has 
been confirmed after researching each person back several generations. They didn’t live near 
Frank. This group of Seiferts came from Germany rather than Austria and are not thought to 
have been closely related to Frank Sr. 
 
From 1905 to 1913 
Frank Sr continued to 
work as a bartender.  
 
A 1910 newspaper 
article on a Mrs. 
Frank Seifert reported 
a robbery at her 
home in Wheeling. 
We cannot confirm 
that this was Anna 
Seifert, but we know 
from the Wheeling 
City Directory that 
there was only one 
Frank Seifert in the 
community. 
 
In 1911 Frank’s family moved to a home at 421 Coal Street. Around 1913 Louis Knierim retired 
and he may have closed the business because it was no longer listed in the Wheeling City 
Directory.  
 
Facing unemployment, and perhaps Anna’s safety concerns over her robbery incident, 
convinced Frank Sr to move his family westward in 1914 to Racine, 
Wisconsin. We do not know why the family selected Racine to live. 
There were no other Seifert or Freiwald families that lived in Racine at 
the time. 
 
Two more children were added to the Seifert family while they lived 
north of Racine. Joseph was born in 1914 and Frieda in 1916  
 
In Racine, Frank Sr continued to work at his profession as a bartender at J. F. Borsh Saloon, 
which was located at 406 6th Street. The Seifert family 
lived in rural Racine at RFD 2. This rural delivery route 
was north of Rapids Drive up to 7 Mile Road and west 
of the Root River.  
 



  7-5  
 

EARLY HISTORY OF WALKER MFG 
Walker Manufacturing started as a 4 
person company named “Economy 
Spring” that made springs for horse-drawn 
farm wagons. The company introduced a 
successful new harrow attachment for 
plows (for breaking up dirt, rooting up 
weeds, or covering seeds) so the 
company hired an additional 36 workers.  
At the turn of the century Economy Spring 
was  thriving as a non-automotive 
company. In 1908, William A. Walker, 
along with his twin sons, Willard and 
Warren, gained controlling interest in 
Economy Spring.  In 1912 Willard Walker 
decided to design and produce a "tire 
saver" to hold stored automobiles up off 
their narrow tires during the winter, since 
few were driven because of snow and ice. 
The "tire saver" later became better known 
as a "jack."  By 1916 Walkers' jack factory 
employed 400 workers, and the flourishing 
company's name was officially changed 
from Economy Spring to Walker 
Manufacturing.  In 1929 the company 
bought Ajax Auto Parts and became one 
of the nation's largest jack manufacturers. 
 
 During the depression, Walker diversified 
into other automobile accessories, 
including a "silencer" to reduce back-
pressure and bring exhaust noise to a 
minimum. Walker’s silencer  had a 
louvered or ventilated tube that churned 
exhaust fumes in one direction within the 
silencer to lower back-pressure on the 
engine and muffled the auto's noise. It 
became known as a "muffler."  The 
louvered muffler put Walker Manufacturing 
in the forefront of exhaust system, where it 
remained to the present day. 

The family lived at RFD 2 until 1918, when they moved to 2044 Carmel Avenue. 
 
In 1920 the US Constitution was amended to prohibit the sale of all alcoholic beverages.  The 
Borsh bar closed and Frank’s livelihood as a bartender ended. He needed to find a new job.   

 
 

In 1920, Frank Sr started to work 
as a janitor at Walker 
Manufacturing, which gave him 
steady employment for the next 35 

years.  
 
In 
1925, 
the 
Seifert 
family 
moved 
next 
door 
to a 
larger 
house 
at 
2100 Carmel.  

 
In about 1929 Frank, Jr married 
Clara Rosemiller and moved to 
Kenosha. She was an adopted 

child. He worked as a butcher in a meat market. This may have been 
the incentive for his younger brother, Joe, to also become a butcher. 
Soon, Frank Jr and Clara had a family of two children, Anna in 1931 
and Frank III in 1937.  
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Frank Sr and Anna’s 2nd child, Charles, worked as a truck driver for the 
Racine News Agency in 1930. He was married about this time to Julya 
Stienke. The couple ended up having 3 children: Charles, Jr, James, and 
Robert. 
 
Joseph Seifert, the 3rd child, was married to Irene Lauzon in 1939. Please 
refer their biographical sketch at the start of this chapter.  

 
The 4th child, Frieda, was 
married in December, 
1936 in Kenosha to Henry 
Kober. They had two 
daughters, Dolores and 
Jane, before they were 
divorced. 
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By 1940, all of the children of Frank Sr and Anna Seifert had 
been married and moved out of the house.   
 
However, sadness struck on January 26, 1940, when Anna died 
at St. Luke’s Hospital in Racine. She was only 61 years old. 
Anna was buried in Racine at Graceland Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After Anna died in 1940, Joseph, Frank Sr’s youngest son, 
moved in with his father at 2100 Carmel Ave, joined with his 
pregnant wife, Irene Lauzon Seifert. 
 
By 1940, Frank Jr had 
moved from Kenosha to 
Three Lakes in Oneida 
County, Wisconsin.  He 
continued to work as a 
butcher.  
 
The United States entered 
World War II in December, 
1941 and Frank Sr registered 
for the draft in 1942, even 
though he was 62 years old. 
The Registration Card 

contains Franks’ signature. 
It showed that he was 5’-9” 
tall and weighed 150 
pounds, had brown hair 
and blue eyes. His 
complexion was rated as 
“ruddy”. 
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Frank Sr rose in the Walker Manufacturing Company to eventually be the head of the 
companies Custodial Department.  He wore a white shirt and tie each day in his job. 
 
Frank, Sr assisted in raising the 5 girls in Joe and Irene’s family while he lived with them at 1705 
Linden Avenue in Racine. 
 
By 1952, Frieda’s first marriage had ended and she married Floyd 
Abraham in Hortonville,  Wisconsin.  
 
 
Frank Sr retired from Walker Manufacturing in about 1956. He died 
on July 10, 1958 when he was 79 years old and was buried in 
Graceland Cemetery next to his wife, Anna, who died 18 years 
earlier. 
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Many of Frank Seifert’s descendants enjoyed long lives. 
 

1. Frank Seifert, Jr lived to 
be 81 years old in Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin, 
dying in 1987. Clara, 
Frank’s wife, had died 30 
years earlier in 1958 and 
was buried at the St. 
Francis de Sales Cemetery in Lake Geneva.  
Frank’s daughter, Anna Marie Waddell, died in July 
2014 in Sharon, Wisconsin when she was 82 years 
old. Her brother, Frank III  died a month later in 2014 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota at 76.  
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2. Charles Seifert lived in Racine to the age of 63 and 

died in April 1971.  His wife, Julya, lived to age 66 
in Racine and was buried in 1973. Their oldest son, 
Charles, Jr died in 2001 when he was 66. His wife, 
Florence, had died in 1996 when she was 75. Their 
2nd son, James died in about 2020 at the age of 82 
and was never married. Robert, their 3rd child, also 
died in about 2020. 
 

3. Joseph Seifert lived in Racine untii 1970 when at 
56 years was the youngest of the children to die. 
Irene, his wife, lived to the age of 92 and passed in 
2006. 
 

4. Frieda’s 3rd husband, Leo Ruedinger died in 1999 
at the age of 82. Frieda lived to the age of 90 and 

died in August 2006 in Appleton. Frieda’s 2nd 
daughter, Jane Kober died when she was 71 in 
December 2011. 
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Robert Seifert (Frank’s Brother) 
Frank had an older brother, Robert; but, nothing else is known about the parents or their family.  
Robert reported that he was born in April, 1878 in “Oberthomascot By Frialdam”, Austria. From 
Robert’s records we learned his mother and father’s given names. 
 
Robert was the first to come to the USA. In December 1903, he traveled across the Atlantic, 
landed in New York City, and traveled overland to settle in Portland Mills, a small community 
southwest of Ridgway, Pennsylvania.  
 
In 1907, Robert married Josephone Majirsky in Tucker, West Virginia. The 
two raised 2 children while they lived in West Virginia, first in Tucker and 
then in Wheeling. William was born in 1907, and Josephine in 1909.  
 
The 1910 US Census recorded that Robert and his family lived in the Black 
Fork district in the town of Hambleton, in Tucker County of West Virginia. 
Robert worked as a laborer in the tanning industry.  

 
However, the 1910 US Census taken in Elkland, Pennsylvania also listed a Robert Seifert that 
lived in a boarding house. Elkland was about 280 miles northeast of Tucker County, West 
Virginia.  
 
This may not be “our” Robert Seifert, although both were the same age, both married in 1907, 
both worked in the tanning industry, both from Austria. But, both census’ were taken in the same 
month of 1910. Is this a hugh coincidence? Or, was the same person counted twice in two 
locations? The mystery remains. 
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 In the early 1900s, Naturalization was a two step process. First came the “Declaration of 
Intention” and then the “Petition for Naturalization”. In March, 1911, Robert filed step one while 
he lived at 421 Coal Street in Wheeling, WV, the same address that his younger brother, Frank, 
had lived at in 1911-13. The document showed that Robert worked as a carpenter, was 5’-6” 
tall, weighed 138 pounds, had blue eyes and light colored hair. He had a scar on his left hand 
index finger.  Robert then moved his family to Idaho and became a farmer. 

  
Robert filed the second naturalization document in April, 1913, after he moved to Idaho. In it 
Robert recorded that he had lived in Wheeling WV from January 1907 to March 1911, although 
the US Census showed otherwise. 
 
Once the Robert Seifert family was in Idaho, 
three more children were born: Margaret, 
Frank, Carl. In 1928 they adopted James. 
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Robert suffered a gruesome death in June, 1930. Apparently, while he was on a fishing trip he 

hopped onto a Milwaukee Road freight train, but slipped off and was run over by the train. His 
decapitated head and body was found several hours later. 
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Grandparents 
 

#4. Joseph Seifert & 
#5. Mary (Unknown)            (Joseph Seifert’s Paternal Grandparents) 
 
We know very little about Joseph and Mary Seifert.  We only know their names because they 
were record in the naturalization documents of Robert Seifert, Franz’s brother. We assume they 
were born in about 1850 in the area of Austria that their two boys, Robert and Franz, were born. 
Refer to the biographical sketchs of Franz and Robert for information about Austria. 
 
 

#6. Hermann Edourd Freiwald & 
#7. Josephine Marohn            (Joseph Seifert’s Maternal Grandparents) 
 
We don’t know for sure who were Joseph Seifert’s maternal grandparents. In researching 
available documents and other family trees we find a set of possible parents of Anna Freiwald, 
although the pair presented are only a guess. Hermann and Josephine Feiwald were Polish, 
rather than Austrian, so there should be reasonable caution to not be too comfortable about the 
potential connection. In fact, the couple and their 14 children have documented roots in northern 
Poland, rather than the southern part that was adjacent to Austria (present day Czech 
Republic). 
 
Since there is only a slim chance (<10%) that the persons shown are actually Anna’s ancestors, 
biographical sketches will not be developed for them until greater evidence is obtained. 
 
 
 


